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Christ in full color

Preach the gospel through the sacred art of Laura James.

iturgists are sometimes fond of repeating an old theological principle:

Lex orandi, lex credendi. Broadly, this means, “The way we pray shapes

what we believe.” The more varied one’s experience with differing Chris-
tian liturgical traditions, the more this truth is borne out. How we pray not only
shapes but also proclaims our understanding of God and of ourselves.

Through her art, Laura James has been shaping Catholic worship in the
United States for more than 20 years. In parishes throughout the country, as the
opening hymn rings out, a Book of the Gospels (Liturgy Training Publications)
is held aloft with Laura James’ imagery proudly emblazoned across its cover. As
the Word is proclaimed, her sacred images illuminate its pages. We see Mary
joyously greet Elizabeth in a verdant landscape on the Fourth Sunday of Advent.

Father John Christman, S.S.S., is an artist and musician who frequently writes
on the topic of art and theology. He is the editor of Emmanuel magazine.
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